
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



( y ) 

Mogal <£eograpiHcal &otitt$. 

1843. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 

The Council have to report that, since the last Anniversary 
Meeting, 16 new Members have been elected. The vacancies 
in the same period amount to 14, of which, 6 by death and 8 by 
resignation. 

The Society now consists of 655 Members, exclusive of 60 
foreign Honorary and Corresponding Members. The Council 
have to deplore the loss of the Vice- Patron of the Society, 
H. R. Highness the Duke of Sussex, who, since the commence- 
ment of the Society, had been pleased to honour us with his name 
and patronage. The Council have also to express their regret 
for the death of one of their distinguished foreign Honorary 
Members, the Count Alexander L. J. Laborde, Member of the 
French Institute. 

Finances. — The Society will observe, by the accompanying 
balance-sheet, that the expenditure of the last year has been 
restricted to the lowest amount consistently with the indispensable 
requirements of its operations ; notwithstanding which it was 
found at the end of the financial year, in December, 1842, that 
there were outstanding claims to the amount of 5781. 1 1*. &d., of 
which sum the greater part is strictly chargeable to 1841, the 
Journal of that year not appearing till 1842. Indeed the ex- 
penditure of 1842 was 76/. 6.v. below the estimate, which was 
itself exceedingly low as compared with the estimates of former 
years. One principal reason of this apparent anomaly is to be 
found in the dilatoriness of Members in paying their subscriptions, 
and in the amount of arrears due by Members abroad : the whole 
arrears amounting, on the 1st of January last, to 500/. Had this 
sum been received, the Council would not have been under the 
necessity of again trenching on the vested funds of the Society, 
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which they have done by the sale of 580?., the amount of the 
deficit. But while the Council hope that a great portion of the 
arrears will eventually be paid, they have thought that the 
character of the Society required that the just demands upon the 
funds of the Society should be settled forthwith ; it being most 
desirable indeed, on every account, that the Society's financial 
affairs be brought to such a state that the expenses of each year 
be paid, if possible, by the receipts of that year ; so that at the 
close of each year, the Society, even if less rich in funds, may 
have the satisfaction of being without debt. After the present 
year, it is hoped that such will be the case. We say after the 
present year, because, in order to get up our lee-way as respects 
the publication of the Journal, there will be three numbers in 
the present year, and subsequently but two. 

Arrears. — With regard to the arrears which, as above stated, 
were on the 1st of January 500?., there has been paid in since 801. 

Money Grants. — No money grants have been made by the 
Council since that of 100?., mentioned in the report of last year 
as made to Dr. Beke. It has been paid within the last ten 
days in pursuance of the wish communicated to the Secretary by 
that enterprising and successful traveller. 

Royal Donation. — Of the two gold medals, forming the donation 
of Her Most Gracious Majesty, that called the Patron's Medal 
has been awarded to Captain Symonds, of the Royal Engineers, 
for his triangulation over a great portion of Palestine, and for his 
determination of the difference between the level of the Mediter- 
ranean and that of the Dead Sea ; and that called the Founder's 
Medal to Mr. Eyre, for his enterprising and extensive explorations 
in Australia, under circumstances of peculiar difficulty. 

Journal. — We have already alluded to the Journal. — It is well 
known to the Society that we have been obliged, from financial 
considerations, to revert to the practice of issuing but two parts 
annually. The delay, however, which occurred in the publication 
of the 10th Volume has rendered it expedient to publish three 
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Parts in the present year — namely, the 2nd Part of Volume 12, 
which should have appeared in 184*2, and the two Parts of 
Volume 13; when the desired regularity will be re-established. 
It is hardly necessary to bring again before the notice of the 
Society, that each Member receives back, in the shape of the 
Journal, fully one-half of his annual contribution. 

Your Secretary has for some time been engaged in the very 
laborious occupation of preparing a detailed index of the con- 
tents of the first ten volumes of the Journal, which he has nearly 
terminated. The want of such an index has long been felt ; but 
as our funds do not admit of our incurring the expense of print- 
ing this index, which will form a volume of itself, and delivering 
it gratuitously to the Members, it is proposed that such Members 
as are desirous of having it at cost price give in their names, 
when, if the number be sufficient to cover the expense, it will be 
forthwith sent to the press ; and with this view a Prospectus will 
be prepared, under the superintendence of the Council, for the 
information of the Society. 

Library. — The accessions to the library since the last year 
consist of 417 volumes, and 206 maps and charts; of these 
last, thirty have been presented to us by the Hydrographic depart- 
ment of the Admiralty. 

Our library and collection of maps are now of very con- 
siderable extent and value ; but the Council regrets exceedingly 
that many of those valuable documents are likely to be injured 
for want of the means of keeping them in that state which shall 
ensure their preservation. Many of the books require to be 
bound, the more particularly as, being lent out to numbers, 
they soon become deteriorated, if left in boards. Many of our 
maps and charts require mounting, others require portfolios ; but, 
in the present state of the Society's finances, the Council, being 
of course very unwilling to trench upon the funds of the Society 
beyond what is imperative, cannot at present warrant a sufficient 
outlay for that purpose. 
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